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Summer Institute 2012
:
 
Civil Rights are Human Rights
Building on the success of last year’s Women’s Rights theme, 
and commemorating the 70
th
 Anniversary of the beginning of the Japanese Internment Camps, 
the 2012 Institute will explore several major civil rights issues, highlighted by the following topics:
Native American History—
From 
touring the Seneca Nation History Center
, 
participants will learn about the 
genocide of
 Native Americans in the United States—including
 
the flooding of native settlements by the federal government 
at 
the 
Kinzua
 Dam project in the early 1960’s.
Gay and Lesbian History—
By
 investigating
 the history of the 1969 Stonewall Riots
, the Institute will trace the struggles the gay and lesbian movement from its New York City origins to the issue of bullying in today’s schools. 
Contemporary Genocide Issues—
Students will learn about the major human rights situations around the world in Congo, Burma, Sudan, and Afghanistan, as well as 
get a chance to hear International Criminal Court prosecutors at the Robert H. Jackson Center in Jamestown
—the chief prosecutor at the 1945 Nuremberg Trials
 against the Nazi leaders
.
A history of civil rights in the country of Burma, a country that is very much in the news.  Students will learn about the history of Burma and get inspiration from local Burmese human rights leaders, including a toolkit of ways in which you can help.
In addition to exploring these issues, like every year, 
the Institute will begin with the study of the Holocaust
 to remind our students of the cost of hatred and the causes of genocide. Likewise, a continued emphasis will be placed on 
the positive role that
 
individuals have 
in helping others through being leaders in their schools, communities, nation, and world.
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Attending the Summer Institute will change your life
:
Make 
new friends who share the same interests.
Connect
 with internationally known human rights experts.
Develop
 
the 
leadership skills
 that will help you make a difference.
Explore
 
career
s
 in human rights.
Learn
 more about how students like 
yourself
 are changing the world!
)
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About the Institute
:
Now in its 5
th
 year, 
the 
Summer Institute
 is designed for students who are interested in politics, history, international relations, or the social
 
sciences.  It provides 
its 
participants with the opportunity to hear human rights experts,
 
historians, and advocates, as well as
 
take part in hands-on activities,
 
discussions, and
 
field
 
trips--all to inspire its
 
students to
 
have a
 
positive impact on the world.
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Learning from the past to change the future
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Where
,
 When
, and Contact Info
:
The Summer Institute will go from 9AM-3PM 
from  Monday
 through Thursdays during the weeks of July 16th-19th and July 23rd-26th, 2011—8 days in all, held at the Erie 1 BOCES Center on Harlem Road in West Seneca. 
Online registration information will be available on March 1st, 2012--closing at 50 applicants.
 
Please e
mail Director Drew 
Beiter
 with any questions at 
abeiter@springvillegi.org
 
–or go to 
www.summerinstituteofbuffalo
 for more.
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Some of
 the 2011 Summer Institute students
 from over 12 Western New York school districts
)
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