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Dear Friend of the Summer Institute, 		
Thank you for your interest in the mission of the Summer
Institute! We are thrilled to get to know you, and look
forward to working together, providing the next generation
of students and teachers with the knowledge, inspiration, and
skills to be leaders in their communities, nation, and world.
Since its inception in 2008, the Summer Institute has trained
over 500 area students from all over Western New York. It is
our hope to eventually spread nationally, hoping to have a
ripple effect that will inspire others to be civically engaged.
In these troubled times, our work together is more important
than ever. Your tax-deductible support can change the
world by cultivating the next cohort of leaders united
against hatred, apathy, and indifference. The following
guide will tell you more about the Summer Institute and
ways in which you can become more involved. We feel so
privileged and fortunate to be sharing this mission together.

"
"

Education is an unstoppable force
that can change history. Thank you
for your support of the Summer
Institute that will make the world a
more tolerant, humane, and peaceful
place. What you do matters, and our
time is now.
In friendship and with gratitude,
Andrew Beiter
Founder and Executive Director
summerinstitutebuff@gmail.com

The Summer Institute was the last push I needed to know that I can’t
just stand and watch anymore." -Amanda

Allida Black - World Renowned Expert On
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Human Rights Activist

Before this I didn’t have the confidence to do anything. Now I
feel motivated to continue my studies and start things in my
community." -Katelyn
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Overview of The Program:
Founded in 2008 by several teachers in Buffalo, New York, the Summer Institute provides its participants
the opportunity to hear internationally-known human rights experts, take part in hands-on activities
and field trips, and learn the skills they need to make an impact on the community, nation, and world.
Open to any incoming 9th grade student through graduating high school senior, its alumni have gone on
to pursue careers in journalism, law, politics, medicine, education, and the human services. Recognized
by C-SPAN, and run by award-winning, nationally-recognized educators, the Summer Institute
provides its participants with the inspiration and tools to become the leaders who will change the world.

How It Works:
Each year, the program runs from for five days in July at the Erie 1 BOCES Center located at
355 Harlem Road in West Seneca, NY. Students sign-up voluntarily, complete a short application
and pay tuition. Roughly 30% of students receive scholarships, based on financial need.

Mission & Goals:
As a non-partisan, non-denominational organization, the goals of
the Institute are to:
-Help its participants gain the knowledge and skills necessary
to lead a contributory life in their communities, nation, and
world.
-Cultivate the next generation of concerned citizens and
activists necessary for the health of our democracy and civil
society.
-Provide examples of past and current role models of citizenleaders who the students can emulate.

Students volunteering at the
Lady of Hope School, 2013
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Impact:
Since its founding in 2008, the Summer Institute has trained over 500 high school
students in the Buffalo area. While many of its alumni are now entering high profile
careers in government, public service, and diplomacy, virtually all its participants
have remarked that the program has inspired them to use their talents for the benefit
of humanity, regardless of what profession they enter. These individuals will then
have a ripple effect that will be felt for generations

Simply put, the Summer
Institute provides its
participants with the skills,
inspiration and knowledge
they need to change the
world.

Learning from Shabana Basij-Rasikh,
President of the School of Leadership in Afghanistan
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The Power Of Teacher Training:
Beginning in 2017, the Summer Institute
embarked upon a commitment to help
train and inspire the next generation of
concerned educators. In that school year
alone, it held two events which shaped the

practices of over 200 local teachers, having
an exponential impact of influencing close
to 20,000 students. These trainings provide

Little Rock Nine member Dr. Terrance Roberts speaking to 150
teachers on the history of civil rights, November 2017

expert analysis and lesson plans on the most
pressing issues of our day including civil
rights, media literacy, Syria, North Korea and
the importance of protecting our democracy.

“The Summer Institute’s teacher conferences have been the best
educational experiences in my career. I cannot begin to list what I
learned and how I will bring this knowledge to the classroom.”
-Amber, Teacher Conference Participant

Help Make The Future
Different Than The Past.

Donate Today To Make Future Conferences Possible.

Buffalo historian and activist Mark Goldman discusses the
history of immigration to the Western New York area.

Join us in empowering the next generation of concerned citizens and
activists. For further information on how you can help, contact Summer
Institute Executive Director Drew Beiter at summerinstitutebuff@gmail.com
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How You Can Make A Donation:

If you are interested in helping the Summer Institute grow, please go to its website
to
, or, contact its Executive
Director Drew Beiter at summerinstitutebuff@gmail.com. As a nationallyrecognized organization, your contribution is tax-deductible by all federal and
state standards, with all donors receiving a letter of
CONTENT
acknowledgment for accounting
purposes. Any and all
CREATION
donations are
SUPPORT
SPONSOR A
appreciated.
SPEAKER

Roughly 30% of The
Summer Institute
students don’t have
the means to pay
the full tuition.
By sponsoring a
student, you will
help cultivate the
leadership that
is so vital to our
community, nation,
and world. All
donors will receive
a handwritten
anonymous thank
you from the student
they assisted.

Worried about the
national rise of
hate? You can send
a teacher to Buffalo
to observe the
Summer Institute
so they can create
a similar program
in their regional
area. Our goal is to
eventually have a
Summer Institute in
each state, creating
a firewall against
intolerance. We have
colleagues around
the country who
are eager to become
involved. Help them
be a catalyst of hope!

With a contribution
of $1,200, your
donation can help
pay for the airfare,
lodging, and
honorarium of a
speaker at this year’s
program, which
in turn provides
the knowledge and
inspiration that are
so important for
students to have.
At the donor’s
discretion, we would
be delighted to name
this lecture in your
honor, providing the
opportunity to meet
with the speaker you
sponsor.

There are very few
classroom-ready
resources to help
educators teach
about the most
pressing human
rights issues of
our day. With a
donation of $1,500,
you can support one
of our nationallyrecognized teaching
staff in their creation
of materials that will
change the world.
Content would
include material
on Syria, Women’s
Equality, North
Korea, responding to
hate, and promoting
Human Rights
Defenders.

$175

$1,000

$1,200

$1,500

SPONSOR A
TEACHER

SPONSOR A
STUDENT

SPONSOR A
TEACHER
CONFERENCE
We also hold
conferences for
educators on pressing
human rights issues
of today. With a
$5,000 contribution,
your family or
business can sponsor
a training event that
would be coordinated
by our nationallyrecognized teaching
staff. One educator
affects the lives of
over 100 students a
year. Our conferences
will help teachers to
be better equipped
with the knowledge,
lessons, and
confidence to teach
about the issues that
matter. At the donor’s
discretion, any of
these events would be
named in their honor.

$5,000

The Summer Institute is an insured, federally recognized 501c3 non profit educational corporation (EIN #47-2647381) that is
registered with the New York State Charity Bureau, (ID# 45-30-42).

